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bought the café/bar in 1951, and the restaurant has been 
open 24 hours a day ever since, through weather events and 
remodels. “Even in a blizzard, you know if you can make it to 
Eddies Corner, we’ll be open,” promises Bauman.

Bauman may make few changes in the food, but he 
paved the parking lot, upgraded the gas pumps, and, most 
recently, remodeled the bathrooms. “You can’t get compla-
cent,” he says.

“We’re kind of a dinosaur. As an independently-owned 
family business, we’re a rare breed,” he says. But extinction 
will be the farthest thing from Bauman’s mind when Eddies 
celebrates its 60th birthday with a free picnic and ice cream 
June 18.

Sometimes dinosaurs provide the best eating. SM

~Writers and photographers Craig 
& Liz Larcom cover travel and the 
outdoors for national, regional and 
state magazines. They live in Great 
Falls, MT.

Driver Rick McCaul is eating from the breakfast menu at 7 p.m. 
He likes breakfasts at that time, especially when he is driving, 
because they are “lighter.” “Get a heavy meal and in another 
15 minutes I’d be sleeping,” Eddies Corner. Moore, MT. 

YOU get 
paid to learn

(Not the other way arouNd)

Mountain States Line Constructors

An apprenticeship program is looking for you! A job where you 
get to work in the great outdoors and travel within a five-state area! 

We are NOW accepting applications for this exciting power line 
construction field. If you are 18 or older & have a 

HS diploma/GED, you are eligible to apply.

To find ouT how easy iT is, 
simply call 801-562-2929 or visiT our 

websiTe aT www.mslcaT.org.

We also provide apprenticeship training and journeyman upgrade 
training for Contractors, Utilities and Cooperatives. Give us a call 
for any of your traning needs! We have first class training facilities 

located in Helena, MT, Lochbuie, CO and Tooele, UT.

K
hi Kuka Soldano is proud 
of her Blackfeet heritage 
and has a lot more to be 
proud of as a registered 
nurse, a graduate stu-

dent, an accomplished artist, and a new 
mother to a beautiful little boy.  But while 

growing up, powerful stereotypes sometimes 
clouded her vision of herself.

 Khi Kuka’s exotic dark looks and the lyri-
cal sound of her name sometimes made people 
mistake her as Hawaiian. She didn’t correct 
them, even though her father is a Blackfeet Indi-
an. She explains, “I was not proud…I was embar-
rassed…” She grew up in Great Falls where there 
weren’t many Native Americans in her school and 
deep stereotypes followed her like a shadow. 

Her father King Kuka was a prominent art-
ist and always told her to be proud. Her mother 

Marietta is French Canadian but had a deep under-
standing, love, and respect for the Native American 
culture. She also told Khi to be proud. But children 
can be cruel and the teasing burned into her impres-
sionable mind.

She remembers,  “It was always helpful and reas-
suring that not all people believed the stereotypes 
- especially those that were not Indian - because 
sometimes it felt that everyone was against you.”

Her hardworking and successful parents were 
powerful role models and she also found a mentor 
in Dr. Cheryl Reichart who collected her father’s and 

Kay Bjork  — back to business

Khi Kuka Soldano

Beating 
Stereotypes

• Photography by Phil Procopio
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other Indian art. Dr. Reichart saw promise in Khi and gave her an internship, which 
gave Khi a wide range of medical experiences from lab work to observing surgery 
and planted the seed for her interest in medicine. Reichart’s appreciation for Indian 
culture also helped Khi realize the beauty of the Blackfeet culture.

In high school Khi worked hard, earned top grades, graduated early and won 
a scholarship to the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe where she found 
herself amidst many gifted and vibrant Native American students. She was taught 
“true history,” which included the fact that 
Native Americans were the first to settle in 
America.  This knowledge helped Khi plant her 
feet on the ground and at the same time gave 
her wings. She says, “I found myself. I became 
proud.”

She made the deans list and returned 
home with full expectations of becoming a full 
time artist. Her father told her, “You need to 
have another profession.” Miffed at first, but 
relying on her father’s wisdom, she enrolled at 
the University of Montana in Missoula. 

Her beloved father died suddenly and Khi 
decided she needed the comfort of her two sis-
ters in Pablo and a smaller school. She transferred to Salish Kootenai College where 
she enrolled in the two-year nursing program. 

After graduation she returned to Great Falls to be with 
her mother and to work at Benefis Health. Her life continued 
to blossom when she married “my best friend and soul mate,” 
Andy Soldano and with the birth of their baby boy, Justus in 
January.

Always reaching higher she earned her bachelor degree 
and shortly afterwards began working on her masters while 
working full time. 

She still observes stereotypes as she treats both non-In-
dian and Indian patients, but she understands some of them 
are perpetuated because, “In critical care units you see people 
at their worst.” She tries to offer knowledge and understand-
ing to those who are not enlightened. She also shares cultural 
background to help facilitate care of Indian patients and their 
families. She gives as an example, “The burning of sweet grass 
is like their holy water.”  

Khi plans on teaching her children so they know their 
origin and are not entangled in stereotypes. Her words will be 
valuable, but they will only have to look to their mother’s life 
to hear truth, see understanding – and to feel proud.

~A love for words and pictures led Kay Bjork to a 
career as a feature writer and photographer for 
numerous newspapers and magazines. Her home and 
family on Swan Lake have been the subject of many 
of her stories and photographs about their outdoor 
adventures including skating, skiing and hiking.

SM

Insurance  

PIONEER
insurance agency

Fort Benton, MT  59442  |  Phone: 406-622-5033  |  www.pioneeragency.com

for developments beyond your control

(Protection For Business, Personal and Farm & ranch)

*excluding furniture, art, sale & clearance items

“Want to knoW What Real Deals is all about?”
WWW.RealDeals.net

2 Days a Week, 2 Good to be true

Thursdays 10 am – 6 pm
Saturdays 10 am – 3 pm
  

117  Park Dr. South
Great Falls, MT 59401

Phone: 406-216-2883

greatfalls@realdeals.net
www.realdeals.net

tRue WaRehouse PRicinG 
noW in GReat falls!
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bRinG this caRD in foR 15% off one item*

“want to know what real deals is all about?”

www.realdeals.net

Thursdays 10 am - 6 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 3 pm

117 Park Dr. South, Great Falls, MT 59401

Phone: 406-770-3051

2 Days a Week, 2 Good to be True
true warehouse PriCinG  

now in Great Falls!
* excluding furniture, art, sale & clearance items

brinG this ad in For 15% oFF one item* 

B r e a k f a s t
L u n c h
C a t e r i n g

112  Centra l  Ave
Great Falls,  MT

(406) 727-5910
www.jjsbakerymt.com

112 Central Ave., Great Falls, MT
406.727.5910  |  www.jjsbakerymt.com

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner & Hors d’oeuvres
801 2nd Ave. North, Great Falls, MT

406.452.0773  •  www.goodeatsmt.com

eklund’s
AppliAnce & TV

1007 Central Ave. W • 761-3430
Mon-Fri 8-5:30 • Sat 9-4 • Closed Sunday

furniTure
314 First Ave. N. • 761-2661

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 • Sat 9-4 • Closed Sunday
{ Serving Montanans Since 1910 • www.eklundsappliance.com }

From our Family to Yours

We service what we sell.

Khi and her father, King Kuka.

25 14th Ave NW | Great Falls, MT | 406.453.7739

A pArty in your life?
           put life in your party!!!

l o c A l l y  o W N e d  b u s i N e s s

  First
Impressions
                      DENTURE CLINIC, LLC

Allen L. Casteel, Denturist

Full and Partial Dentures
Relines  |  Repairs

Oral Anti-Snoring Appliance

Office Hours 10 to 6 
Monday through Thursday

215 Smelter Avenue N.E.  
Suite #3

Great Falls, MT 59404
406-216-4746

MT Toll Free 1-866-592-4746


